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To Youth in Foster Care

Meet Deanna, she is 13 years old and in the 7th grade this year. 
She is artistic and likes to sing. She is interested in being in the 
school band. She also likes to write songs and poetry. She is kind 
hearted, spontaneous and has a great imagination. 
 
Deanna is looking for a mom and dad but is also open to a female 
same sex couple to be her forever family. She will need to have 
a gradual transition period to move into her new home. She 
needs parents who are very patient, loving, understanding and 
supportive. 

Many children in West Virginia are legally eligible to be adopted 
and are waiting for permanent and loving families. To learn more 
about Deanna, give us a call today! 

We're excited to again partner with the State Treasurer's 
Office and the SMART 529 College Savings Plan 

for a 5.29K race on Saturday, May 20th!  

The SMART 5.29K Run/Walk raises money to establish SMART529 College 
Savings Plans for children adopted out of the foster care system in West Virginia. 
National statistics show less than 3 percent of kids who grow up in the foster 
care system go on to obtain a college degree. When a child from foster care is 
adopted into a loving family, his/her fresh start can also include a brighter future 
through higher education. 

All proceeds from the 5.29K registration, minus a $3.00 race fee, will be 
deposited into SMART529 College Savings Accounts. The accounts will be 

awarded through a selection process administered by Frameworks and Mission West Virginia. This year’s race 
will be on Saturday, May 20, 2017, starting and finishing at the Appalachian Power Park (3rd Base Entrance on 
Smith Street). The registration fee is $35. Check-In/Registration will begin at 7 a.m. The 5.29K run begins at 8 
a.m. and the 5.29K Walk begins at 8:10 a.m.  Early packet pickup is 4 to 6 p.m. on Friday, May 19, 2017 at center 
court of the Capitol Market on Smith Street. 

Visit https://runsignup.com/Race/WV/Charleston/SMART529K to register and learn more details.

WV Relative As Parents Program (RAPP) Update
Kinship Care, where children are parented by 
grandparents or others considered family, is 
increasing.  Due to family stressors such as 
substance abuse, other mental health issues, 
incarceration, military deployment, etc., at least 1 
in 4 children nationally lives in kinship care either 
privately or through state custody.  Many kinship 
caregivers are financially strained, unemployed or 
retired and/or disabled and face barriers to receiving 
services and support including state benefits, tax 
credits and legal assistance.

Mission WV’s Relatives as Parents Program (WV 
RAPP), supported through WV Bureau of Senior 
Services (for those over age 55) and the Brookdale 
Foundation, provides statewide information and 
nonfinancial assistance to current or potential 
kinship caregivers through telephone and email 
contact, referral, advocacy, training, local support  
group development and an online kinship caregiver 
support  group scheduled to start in May.  The 

Mission WV 
website will 
provide updates 
on support group 
availability and 
other WV RAPP 
services as well 
as references 
to resource 
materials.

Dr. Carolyn 
Suppa has been 
MWV’s Kinship 
Care Liaison since October, 2016.  Carolyn has 
worked more than 40 years in WV health, education 
and social service agencies.  Since this position 
is part-time, partnering with others in the state is 
critical to developing kinship caregiver services.  For 
more information on kinship care, please contact 
Carolyn at csuppa@missionwv.org.  



May is National Foster Care Month, a month set aside to recognize 
foster parents, family members, volunteers, mentors, policy makers, 
child welfare professionals and other members of the community 
who help children and youth in foster care find permanent homes 
and connections. During National Foster Care Month, we renew our 
commitment to ensure a bright future for the over 400,000 children and 
youth in foster care, and we celebrate those who make a meaningful 
difference in their lives. 

Please join us as we 
celebrate National 
Foster Care Month 

together at our 
9th Annual Walk with 

Me event! 

When: May 20th, 2017
9 a.m. registration
10 a.m. walk starts

What: A community event celebrating foster 
families and the youth they care for. The day 
includes a 5k walk (at your own pace, have 

fun!), face painting, cotton candy, jump house, 
games, raffles, a visit from the Ghostbusters 
WV Division and lots of family friendly fun!  

Where: Appalachian Power Park
601 Morris St. Charleston, WV

First 150 to register the morning of the walk 
get a free t-shirt! (size not guaranteed)

No registration fee!

This event is organized by the Retention and 
Recruitment Collaborative of WV.

Sadly, there is a growing link 
between foster care and sex 
trafficking. Sex trafficking is defined 
as a commercial sex act that is 
induced by force, fraud or coercion, 
or in which the person induced to 
perform such act has not attained 
18 years of age. 

According to the Children’s 
Bureau, “A number of research and 
newspaper articles have pointed 
to the fact that traffickers target 
youth in foster care because of their 
increased vulnerability. Traffickers 
exploit the fact that youth in foster 
care—or those who have run 
away from care—may have unmet 
needs for family and emotional 
relationships. The traffickers 
promise to meet those needs, even 
using psychological manipulation 
and financial incentives to woo 
them, and then violence or physical 
control to hold on to the youth and 
exploit them.” 

SAFY, Specialized Alternatives 
for Families and Youth, a national 
organization that works to improve 
the safety and well-being of families, 

children and communities has 
provided the following guidelines to 
help foster parents prevent children 
in your care from being victims: 

1. Set a high standard of “love” within 
your home. The way you define and 
express that you care helps share 
your children’s self-
image, confidence 
and opinions of 
future relationships. 
This also helps 
establish trust and 
communication with 
your children from 
day one. 

2. Talk to your children about the 
dangers of social media. Remind 
them not to share personal 
information on the internet, to 
not accept Facebook friendship 
requests from people they do not 
personally know, and to never 
share inappropriate photos. It is 
also important to teach children to 
understand what friendship means 
- a friend is not someone you met 
yesterda - and that a friend on 

Facebook is not the same thing as 
a friendship. 

3. Monitor all online activity and cell 
phone use. As a parent, you may 
feel this is an invasion of privacy but 
monitoring to whom your children 
are speaking is for their safety and 

protection. 

4. Question and 
monitor anyone 
who takes an 
unusual interest 
in your child(ren). 
Although it may 
not always be 
possible, try to 

attend and be present at your 
children’s activities. By being 
present, you will be able to identify 
an unfamiliar person and determine 
what their role is in your child’s 
everyday life. 

5. Educate your child(ren) on 
human trafficking. This effort isn’t 
meant to scare your children, rather 
educate them on potential signs or 
situations to avoid. 

There are more than 5,000 youth in foster care throughout the 
state of West Virginia. Statewide, there is an urgent need for 
more families to open their homes to these children and provide 
a safe and loving place for them to stay. 

We are working to create more awareness about the foster care 
system and how people can get involved to make a difference 
in the lives of children placed in foster care. 

Are you a part of a group that often invites speakers to your 
meetings? We’d love to join you. Examples of great speaking 
opportunities include:

 • Civic Groups
 • Parent Teacher Associations

 • Church Congregations 
 • Women’s Groups

 • Workplace Staff Meetings
 • City Council Meetings

 • Athletic Clubs
 • Foundations

 • Charity Organizations
 • Foster Family Support Groups

Email fosteradopt@missionwv.org to schedule a presentation 
or give us a call at 866-CALL-MWV. We look forward to 
meeting with you!  

Protecting Youth in Foster Care from Sex Trafficking

Help Us Spread the Word!

Ten Students will Receive the Mission WV Scholarship for the 2017-18 School Year
This fall, with proceeds from the 
2016 Giving Back with HeART 
auction and private donations, 10 
students will have extra financial 
support for their college education. 

Giving Back with HeART is a 
benefit auction that raises money 
to provide scholarships for youth 
who have experienced foster care 
or had a parent incarcerated during 
their childhood.This auction aims 
to create social change and builds 
moral rehabilitation among inmates 
who are able to give back to the 

community in a way they never 
thought possible. 

The 2016 auction had more than 
400 pieces of art and inmates 
at Mt. Olive Correctional Center 
created a 2 volume CD set of 
original music and lyrics. 

Students who will be receiving 
scholarships have been notified 
and we are especially pleased that 
4 of the awardees are previous 
MWV scholars who are doing well 
in school and continuing their 
college educations. 

Special thanks to State Farm 
Insurance Agent Kathi Huffman, 
PSIMED Inc., WV Division of 
Corrections, WV Division of 
Juvenile Services and our review 
committee. 

Questions? Ideas? Want to request a presentation?  
Contact Us! 
Email: fosteradopt@missionwv.org   
Call: 866-CALL-MWV or 304-562-0723
Visit: www.missionwv.org

“Most people become successful 
because they are pushed by their 
family, but I am proud to say that I 
learned from other’s mistakes, and 

worked hard for myself because 
I have the desire to do amazing 

things in the future.” 
- MWV Scholarship Awardee


