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Jeremiah is 13 years old and has a 
smile that will melt your heart. He 
loves sports and would very much like 
to play on a football team. He is very 
intelligent and does well in school. 
He is a caring young man and when 
he sees others in need, he often does 
what he can to help. He often worries 
about others more than himself. He 
is funny, likes to joke around and is 
lighthearted. When he sets his mind 
to something, he believes he can 
accomplish it. 

Naturally, Jeremiah does have some 
concerns about moving into a new 
home with his forever family.  He is 
concerned that once he disagrees 
with them they will want him 
removed. His new family will need 
to let Jeremiah know it is okay to 
disagree sometimes and not give 

up on each other. He hopes he will 
find a forever 
family that will 
be active with 
him and help 
him develop 
into the 
loving, caring 
man he wants 
to become. 

Jeremiah 
will flourish 
with a loving 
family that is 
active in the 
outdoors and has time for him. He 
wants a family that will watch him 
play football and cheer him on, be 
proud of his accomplishments and 
praise him for doing well. He wants 
parents who won’t give up on him. 

This young lady is Dominique. She is 12 years 
old, in the 6th grade and hoping for a family to 
call her own. Dominique appears to be a shy, 
quiet girl, however, once she is comfortable in her 
surroundings she opens up. She enjoys swimming 
and has most recently begun running. She has 
joined a running group for girls and has the goal 
to run a 5k. 

She also enjoys drawing, making rubber band 
bracelets and playing with modeling clay. When 
asked what she is proud of about herself she said 
that she is helpful. 

Dominique needs a forever family that will be 
supportive of the services she currently receives. 
She has three siblings who she maintains contact 
with and her new family will need to be willing to 
help facilitate this as well. 

Many children in West Virginia are legally eligible 
to be adopted and are waiting for permanent 
and loving families. For more information about 
adoption, call us at (866) CALL-MWV (866-225-
5698) or e-mail adopt@missionwv.org
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Open Your Life to Adoption. Open Your Life to Dominique.

Open Your Life to Adoption. Open Your Life to Jeremiah.

The WV State Treasurer’s office, in partnership with Mission West Virginia, hosted the 
Smart Start 529 Award ceremony on November 1st at the Clay Center in Charleston.   
Through the partnership program, parents of children adopted through the WV foster care 
system were invited to submit an essay and application for a chance for their children to 
be selected for a Smart 529 Award.  Funds were raised through the 2nd annual Smart 
5.29k Race that was held in May of 2016.  12 children in 7 different families were selected 
to receive a scholarship for their Smart Start 529 College Savings account.  Families 
and their agencies were invited to attend the award ceremony which featured award 
presentations by Treasurer John Perdue and a presentation on college preparedness by 
Jamie Dickinson.  In addition to lunch the children were treated to an ice cream bar, Build 
a Bear and an activity by the Clay Center that featured live animals.  We are grateful to 
the Treasurer’s office for providing this opportunity for adoptive families.  
 
The 2017 Smart 5.29K Race will be May 20th at the WV Power Park.  Be sure to follow 
our Facebook page where we will list the registration link once it is available.  

529 Walk/Run and Award Ceremony

Open Your Life
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Five Ways you can help a child who is struggling in school
Part 1. Help to Heal the Sadness and Loss
Amanda Davis, Coordinator of our newest program, The Bridge, is writing 
a series of articles about ways you can help a child who is struggling in 
school. She knows that school can generally be a tough place to navigate, 
especially if you are a child who has suffered abuse and/or neglect. 

In Part 1 of this series, Amanda wrote about how to help children heal the 
sadness of loss, particularly ambiguous loss - a feeling of grief or distress 
combined with confusion about the lost person or relationship. 

For children placed in foster care, this type of loss tends to happen over 
and over again, and is incredibly hard to process. To help children better 
manage these repeated traumas, foster and adoptive parents, as well as 
child welfare workers, must be sensitive to the role ambiguous loss plays 
in foster and adopted children’s behavior.

When a child is removed from his or her home, even when the home situation is dangerous, the child experiences 
many losses at once. Perhaps one of the most upsetting is the loss of what he or she considers a “normal life”. Beloved 
belongings, pictures, smells that are from home, a bed or room that is familiar and comfortable, a neighborhood, friends, 
family members—all of these may be things that are lost in an instant. It is like they have become a plant ripped out of the 
ground by the roots.

A child’s expression of dealing with loss looks different for every child, and the adults caring for these children must be 
aware that this loss must be addressed and the process is both important and complicated. Properly expressed empathy 
can help to heal and perhaps even gives you an opportunity to give something that this child desperately needs to ensure 
a brighter future: healthy coping skills. 

The following is a list of good ways to help to heal from the loss. Understand that some things work, others don’t, and still 
more may not have positive results until much later. 

•   Do your best to recover items left behind so the child can have something familiar.
•   Make for your child a picture album or memory book, allowing him or her to fill it with new and old memories.
•   Allow the child, in his or her own time, to talk about what is sad to him or her. Listen without judgement or reminding   
    them that “this is for the best” or “you are better off here.” While these things may be true, it’s a fact that is not as  
    immediately important as allowing the child to recognize and mourn their loss. 
•   Help to redefine what a “normal” family is by telling them that families do not have to be related and can be many 
    different types of people together.
•   Help, when appropriate and timely, to remove some of the ambiguity surrounding the loss. If there are details that the 
    child wants, help them fill in the blanks. This is not to say that the child must know every detail, especially if there are 
    sensitive pieces of information that are not appropriate for their age—but do try and give as much honesty as possible    
    to the child. 
•   Advocate for counseling if the child is not in it already.
•   Be sensitive to what events may trigger a child’s sense of loss and be extra supportive through these times. Holidays,  
    birthdays, or even seemingly normal family activities may create a sense of grief, anxiety or anger. Be patient and ready 
    to love the child through these times. 

To read this full article and to learn more about The Bridge program, visit our website at www.missionwv.org/the-bridge. 
You may also email Amanda at adavis@missionwv.org. 

Meet Olivia, FrameWorks’ new employee!
I am Mission WV’s Family Liaison.  I began working for Mission WV in late November 
2016.  I help families navigate their journey towards becoming foster and adoptive 
parents by referring them to agencies who serve the counties they reside in, answering 
any questions they may have, and continuing to follow up with them throughout their 
certification process.  I also do special side projects like training prospective foster parents 
and other professionals in the foster care system.
 
I am currently a foster and adoptive parent myself as well as a military wife.  My husband 
and I have a wonderful, goofy, silly 10-year-old son we adopted from foster care in March 
2016, after fostering him for more than two years.  We currently have one teenage girl we 
are fostering at this time, and she is a joy to have in our lives.  We will soon become her 
forever family.
 
Prior to working for Mission WV, I was a CPS worker (twice) as well as a services provider to biological parents who 
were trying to reunify their families after CPS became involved in their lives.  I am very passionate about the foster 
care system because there are so many families who need help with a wide variety of issues that caused their children 
to live in an unsafe environment.  The purpose of the foster care system is to provide children with temporary loving 
homes while the WVDHHR and the courts work with their parents to make necessary changes and improvements with 
the goal almost always being reunification of that family. As a CPS worker, there were times I would get goosebumps 
and become overwhelmed with pride when I heard the following words come from a judge: “The court hereby grants 
full reunification of this family and for the infant child to be placed back in the full legal and physical custody of the 
respondent parents.”  Every child deserves to be returned to his or her family of origin, when at all possible. However, 
there are times a child cannot be reunified with their family and it becomes necessary for that child to achieve 
permanency through adoption or legal guardianship.  The WVDHHR, the courts, and the foster care agencies in our 
state are so wonderful and instrumental in helping each and every child achieve permanency through reunification, as 
well as adoption and legal guardianship. I have been humbly honored to be able to contribute to the system by being a 
foster parent, adoptive parent, CPS worker, services provider, and now as a Family Liaison through Mission WV.
 
Our state is currently in crisis with a lack of available foster homes, especially for older children.  If you are interested in 
becoming a foster parent and/or adoptive parent in WV, please call or email me and I’d be happy to help you get started 
on your journey! You can reach our office at 866-CALL-MWV or visit our website at missionwv.org/frameworks where 
you can fill out an online inquiry form. 

Do you shop Amazon.com? 
If you shop on Amazon.com, do you know that you could easily benefit a nonprofit 
organization like Mission West Virginia ? You shop. Amazon gives. It really is 
that simple if you #startwithasmile at smile.amazon.com. Choose Mission West 
Virginia as your choice organization and we will receive .5% of the price of eligible 
purchases you make and believe us, it all adds up! 

The Carry - On Campaign is in need of donations! 
If you live near Putnam County, our office is specifically in need of hygiene items for older 
kids. Here’s what we can use: Adult toothbrushes and toothpaste, shampoo, conditioner 
and deodorant. We also appreciate donations of new luggage, especially duffle bags 
because they are easy for transporting. If you do not live near Putnam county but would like 
to make a donation of luggage, hygiene items and/or a monetary donation to the campaign, 
call our office or email Carrie; she can connect you with an agency in your community 
(cdawson@missionwv.org). 


