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To Youth in Foster Care

Meet Nathan, he is a 12 year old who likes to stay busy. He 
would like a family that would get him involved in sports (possibly 
basketball), Boy Scouts or other activities. Nathan enjoys 
everything Justice League and Marvel. He is also a huge science 
fiction fan.

Nathan is looking for an active family that can provide him a 
safe and secure home. He would benefit from a family that will 
advocate for his needs.

Many children in West Virginia are legally eligible to be adopted 
and are waiting for permanent and loving families. For more 
information about adoption, contact Mission West Virginia at (866) 
CALL-MWV (866-225-5698) or e-mail fosteradopt@missionwv.org

Through our partnership with the WV State Treasurer’s Office, we will 
hold our 4th annual Smart 5.29K Race/Walk on May 19th.  This event is 
great for serious runners as well as families and kids.  A Kids Fun Run will 
take place directly before the main race  for ages 12 and under.  Children 
age 17 and under may participate in either race for free.
 
The event raises funds for Smart 529 College Savings plan awards for 
children adopted from foster care. Over $37,000 has been awarded in the 
form of Smart 529 plans since the event began in 2015.  

Be sure to save the date for the 2018 
SMART 5.29K Race:

Saturday, May 19, 2018 
Where: WV Power Park, Charleston
8:00 Check-in/Registration
8:45 Kids Fun Run
9:00 5.29K race
*Packet Pickup Friday, May 18 4:00 to 
6:00 at the Capitol Market, Charleston

We want to celebrate five recent adoptions that have occurred for children in the Wendy’s 
Wonderful Kids program. Recruiters Karissa Loring and Carol Phipps worked hard with each child 
and are thrilled that they have found a family to call their own. If you are interested in adopting 
through the foster care system, both recruiters are working with children that are in need of a family. 
For more information contact Karissa Loring (kloring@missionwv.org) and Carol Phipps (cphipps@
missionwv.org). 

Celebrating Adoptions!



Carol Phipps is a recruiter for the Wendy’s Wonderful Kids program at 
Mission West Virginia.  Carol has been with us for 12 years, working 
to find forever families for children waiting in foster care.  Carol has 
celebrated the adoptions and legal guardianships of over 50 children 
on her caseload, children who have often waited many years to find a 
family that best matches their needs and is the best fit for their future.  

As a recruiter, Carol visits her children, who are placed all over the 
state, at least once a month.  She also regularly keeps in touch through 
phone, Skype, texting, or letters!  Every day is different for an adoption 
recruiter and an average day for Carol could include taking a child 
out to eat at their favorite restaurant, to visit a pet store, or to get a 
haircut before a Heart Gallery photo shoot. Carol deals with the daily 
frustration that there are not enough foster families to care for children 
in need of a family.  This is especially hard because she works with 
great kids who deserve to find their forever families!  

Hanging out with kids and getting to know them personally is one of her favorite parts of the job. 
She also loves seeing the kids get matched with adoptive families that are able to advocate for 
their needs and wants.

Fun facts: Carol has three cats that she enjoys spending time with. 
She has run thirteen marathons in ten different states! 
Carol and her husband bought a home that is older than the State Capital, built in 1917. 

Are you preparing to become a foster parent? 
Recently, a parent we are working with reached 
out and asked for advice on setting up a 
bedroom for the children who will be staying in 
their home. Our Family Liaison put together a 
list of suggested items as well as some general 
advice and tips for putting together a bedroom. 

A FEW THINGS TO KEEP ON HAND FOR ALL 
AGES:

•  Toothbrushes/toothpaste
•  NEW underwear
•  Brushes/Combs
•  Shampoo/Conditioner
•  Soap/Body wash
•  Lotion
•  Various DVDs, Games, Books, and Puzzles  
•  Towels/Wash-cloths
•  Band Aids
•  Kid friendly food and snacks  
You can view the full list on our website in the 
FrameWorks Articles section.

To start gathering items on this list, you could 
share this list with friends, family, co-workers 
and/or church members and ask them to help 
out. They can volunteer to buy specific items 
and can also provide clothing items as their 
children outgrow them. Not everyone is prepared 
to do foster care but they want to help and this 
would give them a great opportunity to support 
you and the children in your care. Another idea 
to keep from becoming overwhelmed is to shop 
at garage sales, consignment stores, etc. where 
you can find items at lower prices.

When others donate items, you can keep them 
in large plastic totes labeled by age range 
and gender. Another idea is to keep items in a 
special dresser or chest that is easily accessible.   
It is also a good plan to have comfort items on 
hand, such as stuffed animals, blankets and 
pillows and pillow cases. Some groups have 
donated handmade pillow cases to our luggage 
program and we think this is a great way to 
make a child feel welcomed. You can keep a 
shower caddy or bag of toiletry items on hand to 
give them when they arrive – this way they have 

something that is theirs and they don’t have to 
worry about asking for shampoo or a toothbrush, 
this helps make them feel more comfortable as 
they adjust to being in a new home.  
Some families also keep a tote or space for 
food, too. Snacks like crackers, popcorn, fruit 
snacks, cereal, peanut butter and mac and 
cheese are easy foods to store and keep for 
when kids come to your home hungry. It is also 
smart to have items in the freezer that are easy 
and quick to fix and provide a warm comforting 
meal – examples include chicken nuggets, corn 
dogs, french fries, personal sized pizzas and 
chicken pot pies.  
If you are wondering what type of bed you 
should get, a twin size bed is enough but of 
course it can be bigger if that is what you have 
on hand. If you will have small children staying 
with you, you might want to pick up a rail that 
fits on the side of the bed to keep them from 
falling out. This way, you don’t need to keep a 
toddler bed on hand. For an infant, a crib is ideal 
but a pack-n-play is also a good idea to get you 
through the first night or two while you find a 
crib.  
We hope these ideas don’t overwhelm you, but 
are helpful as you think about what items you 
may or may not need for providing foster care 
in your home. Again, we highly recommend that 
you turn to your friends, family and community 
for support as you prepare to take on the task of 
helping children in need – this will include them 
in your journey and you will be uplifted knowing 
you have support along the way. 

Prepping Your HomeThe Bridge Program

Get to know Adoption Recruiter, Carol Phipps

Students from our Bridge program recently visited Davis and Elkins College for 
a personalized tour arranged by College President (and former Mission West 
Virginia Executive Director) Chris Wood.  22 students attended the tour, 8 from 
the Bridge program and others who are juniors and seniors in Clay County.  
For some students it was the first college tour they had ever participated in.  

 
Bridge program mentor Kristy Belt reported that the tour 
was especially welcoming because many elements 
were geared toward the students’ specific interests.  
Programs that students learned more about included 
Art, Business, Drama/Theater, Nursing and Tourism.  
Students experienced a teleconferenced presentation 

by different professors discussing their various programs.  They were also able 
to see a dorm room, the learning lab and the bed and breakfast that is staffed 
by tourism program students.  They were also treated to a lunch at the D&E 
cafeteria, provided by the school.  
 
The students gave Kristy a lot of positive feedback and we are confident that we have expanded their 
horizons and thoughts about college and their future.  We want to thank Davis and Elkins college for 
the special experience.  
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