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To Youth in Foster Care

Damen is a loving child who wants to learn as much as he can about topics 
that interest him. He enjoys being around animals and growing vegetable 
gardens. Damen is very in tune with the feelings of those around him. He 
will pick a flower bouquet or give multiple hugs to ensure that you are feeling 
better. Damen enjoys building with Legos and playing with his DS.

Damen is a child that has experienced very little consistency in his short life. 
He has witnessed actions from the adults in his life that he should not have 
been exposed to. It is extremely important to Damen that his forever family 
never give up on him and be a consistent place where he can feel wanted. 
He is incredibly smart in subjects that interest him but needs some patience 
and understanding with topics that don’t make sense to him. Damen needs 

forever parents who will advocate for his educational needs to make sure they are being met.

Many children in West Virginia are legally eligible to be adopted and are waiting for permanent and 
loving families. For more information about adoption, contact Mission West Virginia at (866) CALL-
MWV (866-225-5698) or e-mail fosteradopt@missionwv.org

Have you thought about becoming a foster parent? You know there is a great need for more foster 
families in West Virginia, but you aren’t sure where to start?  Taking the first step in your foster care 
journey might feel like a “leap in the dark,” but we are here to help.  You might wonder if becoming 
a foster parent is right for you and your family.  Maybe you have a lot of questions about what it 
means to be a foster parent and you aren’t sure what will be involved in the process. Mission West 
Virginia is here to assist families who want to learn more about fostering and adopting. We can mail  
or email you our information guide and talk with you on the telephone or chat via email to answer 
any questions you might have before you take the next step - choosing a foster care/adoption 
agency to work with. 

Once you’ve decided to move forward, we can work with you as you choose which agency is the 
best fit for your family. In West Virginia, there are 11 agencies that provide foster care and adoption 
certification services. With our information guide,  you will receive a list of agencies that serve the 
county you live in. 

We will also provide a list of suggested questions to ask an agency when you contact them. You 
may want to ask the agency about their office locations, their upcoming training schedule and 
services provided to families.  The basic certification process includes an application, training, and 
a homestudy. A homestudy will consist of completing paperwork, interviews, a safety check of your 
home and criminal background and child abuse clearances. The worker will generally visit your 
home two to three times and the timeline can vary from family to family. To get started, give us a 
call today at 866-CALL-MWV or send us an email: fosteradopt@in need of the love and support of 
a parent and safe home. 

We would like to extend a big thank you to the local community for the 
abundance of Carry - On Campaign donations received in the past few 
months. Contributions to this campaign allows Mission West Virginia 
to create a positive difference in the lives of children in West Virginia’s 
foster care system.

The goal of the Carry - On Campaign is to eliminate garbage bags as 
an acceptable form of luggage for youth in foster care. No child should 
have to use a trash bag to transport their belongings, especially during a 
traumatic situation like being removed from their home.  This campaign 
accepts donations of new luggage and hygiene items and distributes 
them to local foster care agencies and families. It is especially 
comforting for a child to be given the essential items they need when 
they are placed with a foster family or  in a residential setting. 

This is an ongoing campaign because children are placed in care 
throughout the year.  Since its beginning in 2010, the Carry - On Campaign has received thousands 
of pieces of luggage and countless hygiene items, however, there are currently more than 6,500 
children in foster care in West Virginia and there is a continual need for these items. 

If you are a foster family and in need of supplies or luggage, please contact Mission West Virginia at 
1-866-CALL-MWV or visit our website at www.missionwv.org. 

Thank you for the Carry - On Campaign Donations!



On June 8th, the Mission West Virginia Relatives as Parents Program (WV 
RAPP) released A Guide to Navigating Resources and Benefits for Relative/
Kinship Caregivers in West Virginia. You can find this guide online at 
https://www.missionwv.org/rapp. This resource guide provides information 
on issues relating to relative/kinship care and highlights local programs for 
support and assistance. The free guide can be downloaded from the website 
listed above. If you review it and feel you need only parts of the guide, you 
can go to those pages and print them or save them to your computer.

Mission West Virginia WV RAPP partners with the WV Bureau of Senior 
Services and the Brookdale Foundation to provide information, assistance and 
training to both caregivers and professionals about parenting education, legal 
and financial issues and examples of successful relationships. Networking and 
ways to advocate to increase awareness of relative caregiving needs and access to services for 
caregivers are also provided.

For more information on the resource guide or WV RAPP visit the website above or contact Carolyn 
Suppa at csuppa@missionwv.org.

Introducing Kylee Hassan, who 
joined the Frameworks program 
in 2017, as Communications 
Outreach Director. Kylee works 
statewide to recruit foster 
families through outreach 
and community opportunities, 
manage social media, produce 
FrameWorks publications, 
manage the Carry-On 
Campaign, and plan special events.

Prior to her work at Mission West Virginia, Kylee 
completed her Bachelor’s degree in Public 
Relations from Marshall University and her main 
focus has always been working with different 
non-profits in the area such as CONTACT Rape 
Crisis Center, Ronald McDonald House, Cabell 
Huntington Hospital and more.

Working with community members and making a 
difference in the lives of foster youth in the state 
are some of Kylee’s favorite parts of the job. She 
also loves meeting foster families and hearing 
their heartwarming stories. Fun facts about Kylee: 
She loves to travel to new places around the 

world, is addicted to true crime podcasts, and is 
a huge animal advocate and lover.

We are working to recruit more foster families 
and spread awareness on how people can get 
involved to make a difference in the lives of 
children placed in foster care. 

Are you a part of a group that often invites 
speakers to your meetings? We’d love to join you. 
Examples of great speaking opportunities include:

 • Civic Groups
 • Parent Teacher Associations
 • Church Congregations 
 • Women’s Groups
 • Community Collaborative Groups
 • Workplace Staff Meetings
 • City Council Meetings
 • Athletic Clubs
 • Foundations
 • Charity Organizations
 • Foster Family Support Groups

If you would like Kylee to speak to a group you 
are a part of, please email her at khassan@
missionwv.org or call 866-CALL-MWV. 

Get to know Communications Outreach Director, Kylee Hassan Foster Parent Recruitment and School Supply Drive

The Relatives As Parents Program has a 
newly updated Resource Guide!

The Region II Recruitment group along with Mission 
West Virginia is hosting a fun filled night at Hurricane 
City Park and will be collecting school supplies for 
youth in foster care on Thursday August 9th. Dinner 
and activities will take place from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. 
at the Hurricane City Park in Hurricane, WV. Splash 
pad will be privately available from 7:15 to 9:15 p.m.  
Food, activities and door prizes will be provided. You 
will receive extra entries for bringing a friend to the 
event.

Providing school supplies for youth in foster care 
helps ease the financial burden on caregivers, specifically caregivers who are providing for relative 
children. In addition, proper school supplies make a more productive and successful school year 
possible.

If you would like to learn more about how to become a foster and/or adoptive family in West Virginia, 
experienced social workers will be available to provide information and answer questions.
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Thanks to each of you who joined us for 
the 4th annual SMART 5.29k Run/Walk this 
year on May 19th. We had a great turnout at 
the race and were able to raise $16,537.66 
for the 2018 event! New this year, a Kids 
Fun Run took place directly before the 
main race for children ages 12 and under. 
Treasurer John Perdue kicked off the event 
by speaking about the importance of college 
savings and higher education for youth in 
foster care. Through our partnership with 
the WV State Treasurer’s Office, more than 
$53,000 has been raised and awarded in the form of Smart 529 
plans since the event began in 2015.

The SMART5.29K race raises money to establish SMART529 
College Savings Plans for children adopted out of the foster care 
system in West Virginia. All proceeds from the 5.29K registration, 
minus a $3.00 race fee, will be deposited into SMART529 College 
Savings Accounts. The accounts will be awarded through a 
selection process administered by Mission West Virginia.

Thank you to our 2018 partners; Children’s Home Society, Braley and Thompson, NECCO, KVC, 
and Pressley Ridge. We are also grateful to the Power Park for again providing the venue for our 
event, where we have been able to gather in celebration of National Foster Care Month for 10 
years! We look forward to seeing you again next year.

SMART 5.29 Run/Walk Recap


